Houston LGBT Pride Parade in Montrose
Once again it's time for the Houston LGBT Pride Parade, the largest parade of its kind in the United States! The Harris County Democratic clubs will be marching together, and KADS is excited about the opportunity to participate in this great event. Two lucky KADS members will even have the opportunity to adorn themselves with special balloon decorations.  Egberto Willies and his wife Linda, as well as Phillip McNutt and Karen and Bruce Menke, have already signed up to participate. We will be carpooling and caravaning down to Houston together. Specific details as to where to line up for the parade, etc. are not yet available, but we are not waiting to organize our delegation. Please email Karen or Bruce Menke at  kbmenke@earthlink.net  to be part of the group. 
Information on the 2011 LGBT Pride Parade


Saturday, June 25, 2011
8:15 p.m. to 11:00 p.m.

About the LGBT Pride Parade

Pride Houston has been said to be “one of the Top 10 events to attend in Houston for 2011” by the Greater Houston Convention and Visitors Bureau. 2011 marks the 33nd anniversary of the Pride Houston LGBT Celebration. 

The 2011 LGBT Pride Parade was the first Pride Parade in the United States to be held at night. For 2011, this historic event will be held on Saturday, June 25, beginning at 8:15 p.m. along Westheimer in the Montrose District. According to public estimates, the Parade draws over 150,000 spectators, making it the second largest parade in Houston, and the largest gathering of LGBT individuals in the southern United States. 

The LGBT Pride Parade features a Pre-Parade show that starts at 7:45 p.m. along Westheimer at Waugh. The show will feature entertainment to kick off the parade. The Pre-Parade Show is free to attend.

Parade Bleachers

The General Admission Parade Bleachers are located along the south side of Westheimer between Waugh and Montrose, and offer water and non-alcoholic beverage for sale within the area and private restrooms.

The VIP Bleachers are located along the south side of Westheimer between Mt. Vernon and Waugh, and offer complimentary water and cocktails, and private air conditioned restrooms.

Street parking will be available throughout Montrose. Bicycle parking is located on Mt. Vernon at Westheimer.  

DUE TO THE HIGH VOLUME OF TRAFFIC IN THE AREA, it is highly recommended to arrive as early in the day as possible. Feel free to visit the Festival while you’re waiting for the parade!
The bleachers open and general seating begins at 7:00 p.m. on Saturday, June 25, 2011. The Parade begins at 8:15 p.m. and kicks off at Dunlavy and Westheimer. Please keep in mind that your space is subject to re-sale if you are not seated by 9:15 p.m. Those with accessibility needs have priority along the first two rows. There is a section reserved for wheel chair users; ramps will be provided. 

There is absolutely NO SMOKING in any section of the bleachers.  We also ask you to be mindful of the fact that some people have environmental illnesses, so please help us make the bleachers a scent-free area.

There is limited shaded areas in the bleachers. Please wear appropriate clothing and bring along a hat and sunscreen. Please do not block the view of those people behind you. There will be beverages for sale behind the bleachers. ALCOHOL AND OUTSIDE DRINKS MAY NOT BE BROUGHT IN THE BLEACHER AREA. 

Quick Parade Facts

The following list is a quick answer to the most common questions people regarding the Pride Parade.

· The Parade begins promptly at 8:15 p.m. 

· Easy access parking available throughout nearby neighborhood streets. Please avoid parking in private lots, such as the Hollywood Video and Radio Shack parking lots as your vehicle may be towed. 

· All bleacher seating is located between Commonwealth and Montrose. 

· ATMs are NOT provided beyond 7 p.m. 

· Bicycle racks available near Westheimer and Commonwealth. 

· Lost Children and the Parade Lost and Found is located along Mt Vernon, next to Copy.com

Rules and Guidelines

In the interest of public safety, please refrain from bringing the following items into the Festival grounds:

· Alcohol (all “open container laws” and other City Ordinances still apply during the parade.) 

· Food 

· In-line skates 

· Laser pointers 

· Radios 

· Skateboards 

· Fireworks 

· Weapons 

· Audio recording devises for recording of any live performance 

· Professional camera equipment 

· Video recording equipment 

· Pets (We love animals, but please respect the general public in keeping the festival animal free)

The complete web site can be found at http://pridehouston.org/celebration/pages/pride_parade 
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