 CRISIS IN EDUCATIONAL FUNDING  
KADS MEMBERS TAKING ACTION
Charlotte Coffelt featured in Observer
If you have not already seen it, our own Charlotte Coffelt has a feature article in this week's Kingwood Observer where she does a brilliant job of explaining the educational crisis. Charlotte wears many hats in the community-besides from being a long time Kingwood resident and KADS member, she is a former school principal, candidate for state representative, and past president of River Oaks Democratic Women (ROADWomen). To say we are proud of her is an understatement! To see her article, go to http://blog.kingwoodareademocrats.org/ .
Humble I.S.D.
No doubt many of you have been following the legislative activities in Austin as they pertain to the massive budget shortfall and the threat to educational funding. Several of our members have been actively involved in pursuing this issue with the goal of minimizing the cuts to our educational system, both statewide and in the Humble Independent School District. Deborah Mowrey, Karen and Bruce Menke, and Sue Pilko are currently serving on the Humble I.S.D. Legislative Committee. The committee, in conjunction with the district, seeks to inform the public about the specifics of the funding crisis as well as encourage as many people as possible to lobby in Austin. The following is taken from the Humble I.S.D. web site. Please visit this site for detailed information on the crisis will specifically affect Humble I.S.D.:
The 82nd Legislature - Budget Information
Budget concerns are on the minds of most families these days, and they are just as worrisome for Humble ISD. Stretching dollars to cover the expense of living, or in the case of the District, the expense of educating almost 36,000 students with varying needs has been a daunting task for some time, but now the situation is reaching critical proportions.
It is urgent that we all educate ourselves about the plight of Texas school districts, but most importantly, about the plight of Humble ISD. Your participation in this effort is critical to the success of our schools and our children. Visit the http://www.humble.k12.tx.us/humbleisd/site/default.asp to see how you can help. Become informed. Become involved!

Dr. Sconzo has scheduled several open parent/community member information sessions to discuss the legislature's budget cuts and possible impacts on our district.
· Remaining sessions are set for: 

· Thursday, Feb. 10, 7 - 8:30 PM at Atascocita High School LGI Red House, 13300 Will Clayton Pkwy. in Humble 

· Wednesday, Feb. 16, 7 - 8:30 PM at Creekwood Middle School Teaching Theatre, 3603 Lake Houston Pkwy. in Kingwood 

· Thursday, Feb. 17, 7 - 8:30 PM at Sterling Middle School Teaching Theatre,  1131 Wilson Rd. in Humble 

· Tuesday, Feb. 22, 7 - 8:30 PM at Woodcreek Middle School Teaching Theatre, 14600 Woodson Park Dr. in Houston 

· Wednesday, Feb. 23, 7 - 8:30 PM at Kingwood Middle School Teaching Theatre, 2407 Pine Terrace Dr. in Kingwood
· Wednesday, March 2, 7 - 8:30 PM at Atascocita Middle School Teaching Theatre, 18810 W. Lake Houston Pkwy. in Humble 

Humble I.S.D. Council PTA trip to Austin
Humble I.S.D. Council PTA will be headed to Austin on Thursday, March 3, leaving from Kingwood High School at 7:30 p.m. and returning the same day about 6 p.m. Several members of KADS have already committed to go. More details will  be forthcoming on cost, etc.

Huberty to speak to retired teachers.
Many thanks to Linda Abdmoulaie for this notice: 
	The February 21 meeting of HARTA (Humble Area Retired Teachers Association) the topic is to be "Legislative Issues" and Dan Huberty has asked to speak to the group. A major concern of the group is that The Texas Public Policy Foundations, whose director is former Texas state representative, Talmadge Heflin, suggests that the best alternative for current and future educators is to keep them out of TRS ( Texas Retirement System) or Social Security and provide a floor-level of retirement benefits based in government bonds.The meeting starts at 10:00 and is held at the Instructional Support Center.


We now have a blog!
If you have not visited the KAD website lately, you are in for a treat. Publicity Chair Deborah Mowrey has begun a blog which will feature information and discussion on current issues as well as other topics important to Democrats. Please go to  http://blog.kingwoodareademocrats.org/ to check out the blog for yourself.

Upcoming meeting on education in March.
Our March meeting, to be held on Wednesday, March 2, at our usual location at the Kings Crossing Apartments clubhouse. Our program will consist of a three person panel to discuss the education crisis. We are pleased to announce that our speakers will be:                                                                                                                                                                                                   
· Dr. Bonnie Longnion                                                                                                                                                                                       Bonnie has served on the Humble I.S.D. school board since 1988. She is a retired college administrator from the Lone Star College System and an adjunct instructor at the University of Houston-Downtown. Bonnie is a Senior Fellow of the Gulf Coast/Houston American Leadership Forum, serves as past president of the Houston YWCA Board, and was vice-president of the Artesian Humble Chapter of the American Business Women’s Association where she was chosen as a Top Ten Candidate. 
· Ellen Cohen                                                                                                                                                                                                    Former  state representative Ellen Cohen is well known for her longtime dedication to both human rights and educational issues. In addition to her work in the legislature, she served for a decade as the executive director of the American Jewish Committee (AJC), after which she served as President and CEO of the Houston Area Women’s Center (HAWC) for 18 years. 
· Randy Bates                                                                                                                                                                       Randy has served on the  Board of Trustees of the Lone Star College System for 17 years, including time spent serving as Chairman of the Board of Trustees.  He has been a member of the Texas Bar for 26 years, developing a practice in the area of public finance.  Randy has also served on numerous boards and advisory committees, and in 1997 was named “Outstanding Texan” in the field of education by the Texas Legislative Black Caucus.                                    
                                                                                                              
Executive board meeting.
President Egberto Willies has announced that there will be an executive board meeting at the home of Karen and Bruce Menke, 2907 Little Bear, Kingwood at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, February 15. All committee and board meetings are open to all Kingwood members and everyone is encouraged to attend. Refreshments will be served.





-- 
Political ad. by Kingwood Area Democrats
